Polyclonal activation of lymphocytes.
Literary data (48 references) on the phenomenon of polyclonal activation (PA) of lymphocytes are analysed and PA inductors of various nature are classified. A new trend in the study of PA is pointed out--the recording of nonspecific reactions to not only exogenous, but also endogenous antigens (mostly autologous erythrocytes and DNA). The problems of the mechanism of PA, the role of the normal autoimmune system, T-cells and macrophages, increased synthesis of specific and nonspecific immunoglobulins and cell proliferation are discussed. The great protective significance of PA as the quickest humoral reaction of the organism on the intrusion of antigenic products or their endogenous synthesis is emphasized. The possibility of using PA for the characterization of the function of B-cells and the normal system of autoimmunity is pointed out. In the study of PA, a standard complex of antigens should be used which should invariably include the cells of microbial autoflora of the body as well as tissue antigens for the detection of autoimmune reaction.